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From the Editor

Editorial

This second issue of the "new" VISITOR took shape with more ease than
the first. Even an editor does not find it easy to get out of the rut.
The editor's procedure needed to change. Type was set by a computer
using magnetic tape rather than the Intertype using hot metal. Instead of the
pages being "locked u p " on the stone for the letter press, these pages were
pasted up, photographed, and put on plates for the offset press.
Don Freed, the pressman who' printed the first issue, is also a
semi-professional photographer and he recorded what for us at Evangel Press
was a signal event. Under less than favorable conditions he took the
photograph which appears below.
In a future issue we will take our readers on a tour of Evangel Press to
show by word and picture how the VISITOR is printed and the new things
that are happening here.
Also in our schedule is a story on the Christian Light Bookstores. During
this past year one store was remodeled and two moved to larger and
modernized quarters—increasing the ministry of this chain of seven outstanding stores.
We welcome to our pages again our well-known and veteran Bible teacher,
evangelist and missionary, Albert H. Engle. He has found, as did Luther and
Wesley, Barth, and many others, that the book of Romans speaks robustly
both to the human problem and the Divine answer.
If you are as I am, the word Nepal denotes mystery and awe. And one of
the images we have had of that land is its being tightly closed to the
missionary. The story of how the message of the gospel was taken into that
land is a story in itself. However, we are able in this issue to witness a worship
service in Kathmandu, the capital of the country.
(Continued on page three)
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Editorial
A Christian Style of Life?
The King James version called it conversation. Although
it included what we today understand by that word its
meaning was much broader. The RSV translates the original
word "manner of life" or "conduct." The Apostle Peter
writes ". . . be holy yourselves in all your conduct" (I Peter
1:15 RSV). Paul writes to Timothy that he should be ". . .
an example of the believers in word, in conversation (conduct) . . . " (I Tim. 4:12).
Indeed the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
abound with commands and assumptions that the child of
God and the children of God give evidence of their relationship by their manner of life. In fact their relationship to
God and their experience in God was so all pervading that
no area of their lives remained unaffected.
I question whether any knowledgeable and sincere student of the Word would question the principle that there
should be and can be a difference in manner and style of
life between a Christian and a non-Christian. As in most
cases the problem arises when we attempt to put principle
into practice. When we bring biblical precepts to bear upon
Christian behaviour a number of problems arise.
There is honest disagreement among sincere Christians as
to just exactly what is a Christian pattern of life. An
obvious example would be the role of a Christian called
upon to take up arms in defense of his country.
There is the question of the responsibility or the right of
the church to interpret principles of Scripture into concrete
applications. If one assumes that the Scriptures teach modesty does the church have the right to interpret this in
terms of styles and colors? Or in light of the Scriptures'
emphasis upon love for neighbor does the church have a
right to state this in terms of open housing?
Even when there is general agreement by a church as to
behaviour patterns there can be a wide difference as to how
the practice of these patterns relate to membership—either
reception of members or continuance. In other words how
explicit or how optional are the church's membership standards to the member taking the vows?
A summary question arises depending upon our answers
to the last two issues listed. If the church has a duty to
interpret and if the church takes membership vows seriously how are these positions to be then put into practice?
These issues are of more than an academic nature. The
temper of the times call for the church's wrestling with
them and coming to terms. There has been in the past generation a growing fear of legalism and of isolationism
among conservative churches. This fear of legalism has confused the call to obedience and has resulted in a growing
conformity to our culture.
Concomitant with a reacti6n against legalism has been
an emphasis upon the individual—his personal responsibility
and his own conscience. A discussion among adult Christians concerning a behaviour pattern will more times than
not be "resolved" by the consensus "It is really a matter of
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the individual's conscience" or "after all it boils down to
individual responsibility."
It is with this kind of a philosophy and atmosphere that
the church faces the decade ahead. I believe it is generally
assumed that the years before us are basically unsympathetic to Christian values and unfavorable to Christian virtues.
An increasing number of Christian laymen and clergy
are calling for a return to a style of Christian living that
takes very seriously the radical demands the New Testament
makes upon those who would be disciples. I sense that
there is a growing concern with the quality of discipleship
along side the concern for quantity of disciples.
This, no doubt, resolves itself into two brief questions:
What manner of persons should Christians be and what
manner of life should they live in this coming decade?
What responsibility does the church have in determining
the answer to this question and enabling the living out of
the answer?
I am suggesting that we think together on the concern
shared in this editorial. Against this background we will
take opportunity in the next several editorials to share
what we believe the Scriptures and experience may have to
say to us.
Z

From the Editor
(Continued from page two)
One of the characteristics of the U.S. Congress on
Evangelism, held in Minneapolis last fall, was an openness
to the wider implications of evangelism and to the social
issues which confront the Christian and the Christian
church. One of these issues was the racial problem as seen
through the eyes of blacks. Black delegates to the Congress
presented a statement to the Congress which appears on
page six.
The program of missions receives special emphasis in this
issue with the Quarterly Directory. It is printed on heavier
paper than the rest of the magazine since we assume that
some of our readers will wish to remove it for reference use
until the next one appears.
J. Earl Musser makes his first tour of our mission in
India and Japan (he is much more at home in Africa). He
reports on these initial reactions to these visits.
He, with the retiring Director of Missions and former
Executive Secretary, Henry N. Hostetter, were present for a
first for Brethren in Christ Missions—the election of an
African as a bishop in the church. This event is reported on
page fourteen.
The back cover is the first of which we anticipate to be a
monthly feature—"Between Brethren." We thought it appropriate that the moderator of our church should be the
first to use this feature to share with us a brotherly word.

The Tragedy if « i d
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The sixth chapter of Romans leads us to complete
deliverance from sin with a "green light" onto the highway
of holiness and the enjoyment of real living. It concludes,
"But now being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Until this point, allowing for repetitions for emphasis, we
note definite progress in the development of Paul's thesis.
We might wonder why he did not immediately emphasize
the Spirit-filled life of Romans 8 which is the key to real
living, even as Jesus did just before his ascension. This
teaching of Jesus concerning the empowerment of the
Spirit was never recalled. Indeed, Acts records frequent
renewals of Pentecost, and Paul certainly was enjoying the
experience which he enjoined on the Ephesian church prior
to the writing of Romans. Indeed, he indicated to the
Romans his purpose of coming "in the fulness of the
blessing" (15:29). Instead, he now recognizes the proneness
of human nature to not keep in step with God.
We have the examples of Israel in the wilderness. God
brought them out of Egypt that He might bring them into
Caanan. In Deuteronomy 6:23 we read, "And He brought
us out from thence that He might bring us in" to the land
of promise. Even so, God brings us out of the kingdom of
Satan that He might bring us into the Spirit-filled,
Spirit-anointed, Spirit-empowered life.
It was never God's will that Israel should spend 40 years
in the wilderness where 600,000 perished in unbelief and
rebellion. It was God's will that they should go right on
into the promised land. At Kadesh-Barnea He commanded
them to "go up and possess it." Instead of prompt
obedience, the people suggested a compromise, that they
should spy out the land and discover "by what way we
must go up." Moses fell for this compromise and chose
twelve men as spies. But ten of them, "rulers," preachers
according to Hebrews 4:2, 6, proved to be anti-Caanan
preachers. The people listened to them, were filled with
unbelief, and rebelled against Moses and the Lord. These
ten, who said it was a good land but we cannot possess it,
all perished in a plague of judgment. And all above twenty
years of age who heeded their preaching perished in the
wilderness.
Light from Hebrews
Joshua and Caleb, preachers with faith in God, stood true
during the forty years God chastened Israel. After all had
perished in the wilderness who were above twenty years of
age when they crossed the Read Sea, God used Joshua and
Caleb to lead Israel into the promised land. The writer to
the Hebrews develops an analogy between Israel's experiThis article is another by the writer
on the book of Romans.

of a series of

expositions

Aibert

H. Engle

ence in the wilderness and the Christian's walk in his quest
for "rest"—deliverance from inward turmoil. He says,
"There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." In
this analogy we read, "So we see they could not enter in
because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear lest a promise
being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that
heard it." So it is clear that unbelief was the basic sin which
caused 600,000 Israelites to become rebellious and perish.
The writer then warns of the danger of falling "after the
same example of unbelief—disobedience (R.V.). What a
tragedy when people doubt God and fail to obey!
Paul, in Romans 7, recognizes that human nature is the
same—that God's people in this dispensation are prone to
do as Israel did. Whether or not Paul here details his own
experience before he entered the "fulness of the blessing,"
it is quite obvious that he does identify himself with the
mainstream of God's people who, like Israel in the
wilderness, fail to go through with God. The Bible is
realistic relative to human nature. John says, "These things
write I unto you that ye sin not, but if. . ." The Bible "tells
it like it is." God never lowers the standard but He
identifies Himself with man "as he is" and makes it possible
to measure up. He points the way and gives grace and
power.
This I believe is the key to the understanding of Romans
seven. If the believer fails to promptly follow Jesus'
provision to "be endued with power from on high" he will
have a wilderness experience. Jesus' parable in Matthew
12:43-45 about the man out of whom the unclean spirit
was cast should suggest the importance of no delay in being
Spirit-filled. I am not hereby suggesting a "third blessing"
position. Rather, I believe the Scriptures teach that the
baptism with the Holy Spirit is the culmination of the crisis
experience of sanctification leading to a full life of growth
in holiness and effective witnessing. Peter testified that
their hearts were purified when the Holy Ghost was poured
out on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 15:9).
"Like It Is"—Co-existing with Sin
Romans seven "tells it like it is." Notice a contrast. In
Romans six, as Paul points the way to deliverance from sin,
the Holy Spirit, or another name of Deity, as the Deliverer
is mentioned 17 times beside a number of pronouns
referring to Him. On the other hand, the pronoun "I" is
mentioned only once and plural personal pronouns only
sufficient to point up the deliverance for us. But in Romans
seven "the self-centeredness of the person who fails to
appropriate the promised blessing is apparent by the use of
the personal pronoun "I" thirty-two times in nineteen
verses beginning with verse seven.
What a miserable experience, going around circles and
making no progress. Just like Israel in the wilderness. What
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bondage! Doing what I allow not; what I would I do not;
and hating what I do. The conclusion: the cause is "the sin
that dwelleth in me." Like Israel: taken out of Egypt, but
not delivered from the love of Egypt, the carnal Christian is
still struggling with the love of the world and his own way.
For the carnal mind "is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be" (Rom. 8:7).
The corruption of our sinful nature, "our old man,"
manifests itself in a great variety of ways. Paul speaks of the
carnality of the Corinthians as "envying, and strife, and
divisions." Their partisan spirit caused some to hail Peter as
their favorite; some were for Paul, etc. Some would ignore
any human leadership by saying they were for Christ. Of
course it is obvious that such desired others to follow them
in that position. Elsewhere Paul details a long list of the
works of the flesh (see Gal. 5:19-21). Some people "blow
their top," or "fly off the handle," or "roost in the miff
tree," or "show off ostrich feathers." Whatever may be the
manifestation of "our old man" the deliverance comes by
crucifixion (see Rom. 6:6).
Since Christ made provision for us to be "dead to sin,"
and "our old man is crucified with Him," why not lay claim
on that deliverance? But many people are so much like
Israel that they do not keep step with divine orders. Such
become spiritual dwarfs, over-long in the babyhood stage.
As self-centered individuals they insist on their own rights
and "walk as men." What a tragedy if one dies in this
condition, or goes back into Egypt, or into the world, or
into willful sin, like Israel. Would to God such would come

to the place where they would say with Paul, "O wretched
man that I am! Who shall deliver me?" Then look gratefully
to Jesus, and seeing the promised blessing, give up their
own way, die out to self, and cross the Jordan river into the
land of promise.
The Believer's Rest
Consequently then, instead of intermittent victory and
defeat, and its condemnation for sin, "There is now no
condemnation" (Rom. 8:1) as we walk in the light. Instead
of the old "I" that wanted its own way it is the sanctified
"I" under Spirit control. In Romans eight the pronoun "I"
is used only twice, and other personal pronouns generally
relate to what Christ does for us. Instead of the self-centered "I," the Holy Spirit is specifically referred to nineteen
times as against only once in all the previous portion of the
book.
This is the "rest" of which the writer of the Hebrews
speaks—rest from the sin that dwelleth in me, the "old
man" who torments me. He is crucified. .1 can now, with no
inward rebellion, say always, "Thy will be done." In the
midst of all the fierce conflicts with the devil and the
world, there is peace and rest within. One regrets the
wasted time, years, in some cases many years, when one
could have been making progress conquering new territory.
Oh the tragedy of unbelief, when faith is the victory that
overcomes. How many people perish in the wilderness who
could have in ten days or less entered the promised land of
victory and blessing, being "more than conqueror."

In the Shadow of the Himalayas
Miriam Bowers
It was a plain red brick church in
Kathmandu, Nepal, with a slightly
pitched corrugated iron roof supported
by exposed steel girders. The morning
air was cold with slight fog and nearmist, but all the windows were opened
wide to receive the invigorating freshness into the newly dedicated church.
Across the left corner of the front of
the church was a small organ, and across
the right was the pulpit. In the center
was a low table covered with a white
cloth centered with a Bible. Except for

The experience related by the writer occurred in the course of a trip around the
world which included visits to the Brethren in
Christ Missions and churches. The visit to
Kathmandu was in November, 1969.
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an exposed center aisle of green carpet,
the entire floor was covered with brightly oolored shawls striped in red, blue,
green, yellow, orange, brown.
As the congregation gathered, the
women, dressed in saris, seated themselves on the floor on one side and the
men on the other, except for a few less
hardy souls who occupied the few
benches at the rear. (We were among
these because we had not dressed for
floor-sitting!)
Pastor Robert Karthok came in as the
ngregation waited quietly and kneelbehind the low table facing the
audience gave the call to worship and
read from the Scripture. With the organ
accompanying, the pastor, still on his
knees, joined the congregation in singing
" 0 Happy Day" and then led in the

pastoral prayer. Although he prayed in
Nepali, we felt the fervor and earnestness of his petitions before the throne.
After the responsive reading of Psalm
63, and a Nepali song, the offering was
received. Another gospel song, "There
Shall Be Showers of Blessing," preceded
the sermon. The pastor, standing behind
the pulpit, spoke in Nepali but summarized periodically in English. (There
were about thirty Westerners present
and about seventy Nepali.)
Pastor Karthok quoted his text from
Psalm 107:9-"For Jie satisfieth the
longing soul and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness." He started his message
by saying that he had just returned from
the annual conference of the Nepali
Christian Fellowship in Buthwal. It was
(Continued on page fourteen)

That the church commit itself to a war against prejudice
and discrimination by each member demonstrating by
personal action in special activities and in their daily affairs
that they are not biased against minority peoples.
That the church make necessary efforts to establish and
maintain a positive image and rapport in the black
community.
We recommend that congregations become involved in
racial reconciliation by: a) developing and implementing
programs to provide new housing in suburban areas which
will allow black citizens the freedom of choice and mobility
to travel, to move to, and live near jobs and schools; b)
developing cultural programs which stimulate pride by
blacks in their community and that white congregations
educate themselves in the rich heritage of black Americans
by securing information through the Christian Education
Department of the National Negro Association of Evangelicals; c) involving themselves personally and financially in
assisting in minority self-help projects, letting black people
take leadership in such endeavors; d) aiding individuals in
finding better alternatives to the present welfare system and
practices, even to the point of guaranteed income; e)
practicing an "equal opportunity employer" attitude when
filling pulpits.

Statement from the
Black Delegates
of U.S. Congress
on Evangelism

In light of the crisis in our nation and the world,
let us as black and white Christians join together in
the spirit of love and unity and give ourselves to
the preaching of the gospel to finish the unfinished
task of evangelism and world-wide missions before
the return of Jesus Christ
That the church confess in word and action to the sins
committed against black people. The church, since it has
been traditionally persecuted, should be able to identify
with other minorities and work toward implementation of
nee.ded reforms in our society.
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That Christians practice the principle of "equal opportunity
owner" in the sale and rental of properties and that white
Christians stop fleeing from communities when blacks move
in.
That each Christian employer review his hiring practices
with a view of removing unnecessary barriers to the
employment of minority groups.
That Christian employers and skilled tradesmen involve
themselves in job training in the inner city.
That the church provide remedial education, training and
monies to minority youth to allow them to attend Christian
colleges, high schools and seminaries.
That denominational leaders make deliberate efforts to
elect and employ persons of minority groups in all echelons
in the church-related agencies such as missions boards,
colleges, publishing houses and other related agencies.
That publishers of magazines, books and curriculum materials address themselves to the needs of blacks by: a) hiring
blacks as writers for your publications; b) including
illustrations of blacks and other minorities in literature in
substantial proportion in order to erase the image of
Christianity being a "white man's religion"; c) by employing blacks in responsible positions in order to influence the
content of materials.
That churches support evangelistic activities which are
designed to reach black people.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
Survey of Seminarians
Notes Views on God
Young people today studying for the
Christian ministry have a wide divergence of opinion concerning the nature
of God, according to Louis Garinger
who surveyed representative students in
American theological seminaries for the
Christian Science Monitor newspaper.
"I am more concerned with the purpose of God than with the nature of
God," a young woman from Harvard
Divinity School asserted. For a student
in Atlanta it was "hard to talk about
God apart from His Son. God is a
constant companion. I have a very
personalistic concept of God. We have a
little thing going, a very meaningful
relationship."
Views of God ranged from "Father"
to abstract "love."
A black student said, "Only in the life
of Jesus Qhrist do we really get to know
who God is." Said another, "I would
view God through Christ. The goal is
making men whole."
Not one of the students surveyed
offered the opinion that God is dead.
Intermarriage, Major Campus Topic
Jewish chaplains from various U.S.
universities reported at a conference in
Grossinger, N.Y., a substantial rise in
counseling on racially mixed marriages
and a drop in matters having to do with
sex among collegians.
Some 80 rabbis at the annual conference of directors of B'nai B'rith Hillel
Foundations said that intermarriage had
become a major counseling subject for
them, equal to the draft.
The decline in questions on sex was
attributed to society's increasing liberality toward sexual relations.
Billy Graham Attends Rock Festival
Evangelist Billy Graham told some
2,500 young people at a rock musical
festival in Hollywood, Fla., to "drop
out of your present lives and turn to the
power of God."
Some young people greeted him with
applause, others jeered or shouted obscenities, and a few slept on the strawcovered field at the edge of a raceway
near the Everglades. A crowd of 50,000
had been expected.
The evangelist took the platform to
speak for about 20 minutes. At the
close of his message approximately 25
people strolled toward a striped tent
where several aides gave out literature
and counseled the inquirers.
"I'll be happy to come to any rock
festival where I'm asked," he said. "This
is the way Jesus did it."
January 25, 1970

Church Attendance Drops Steadily
Edging steadily downward from its
peak in 1958, church attendance in the
United States has dropped again according to the Gallup Poll's 1969 audit of
church attendance.
The latest survey shows that 42 percent of the nation's adults attended
church during a typical week of 1969,
down a point from 1968 and a new low.
Eleven years ago a record 49 percent of
adults went to church in a typical week.
The drop in attendance among Catholics has been more than twice that of
Protestants.
On the Nixons: "Their Religion
Is Very Much within Them"
A Presidential assistant says Christmas
for the first family in the White House
was filled with tradition, sparse in the
exchange of gifts, and very much a
religious event.
H. R. Haldeman, who sees Richard
Nixon most often on an hour-to-hour
basis, told Godfrey Sperling Jr. of The
Christian Science Monitor that religion
for Mr. Nixon "is very much within
himself. He's not given to public display
or religion in the sense of saying grace
or formalized prayers or anything of
that sort. It runs very deep."
Haldeman said of the President: "He
is a very deeply religious man. He's a
sort of a fundamentalist in religion, I
think, in his own mind."
Atheist Object of Concerted Prayer
A deluge of mail addressed to Madalyn Murray O'Hair—especially heavy at
Christmas time—continues to pour into
the home of the famous atheist.
"We're getting a tremendous number
of those completely black cards with a
big hole cut to show the earth and the
words of the Apollo flight, 'In the
beginning God,' " Mrs. O'Hair told a
UPI reporter.
Also, many of the cards and letters
read, "We are still praying for you."

Dr. Spock Raps "Shock Obscenity"
In Movies, Art, Literature
Dr. Benjamin Spock, the noted pediatrician and anti-war leader, has called
for new laws to curb what he calls a
trend toward "shock obscenity" in movies, art, and literature.
"For decades I was an uncompromising civil libertarian and scorned the
hypocrisy involved with the enforcement of obscenity laws," he states in an

article appearing in the January issue of
Redbook.
However, he notes that the increasing
glut of "shock obscenity" and the
courts' acceptance of it has forced him
to change his position concerning just
forms of censorship.
Mennonites Receive Christmas
Message from USSR Baptists
A "Christmas message to all the Christians of the World" has been sent by a
Baptist group in Russia, proclaiming
that the Birth of Christ "was intended
to begin an era of peace."
The message was received at the Mennonite Central Committee headquarters
in Akron, Pa., from the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in
Moscow.
"It is not our Savior's fault that the
angel's song remains a sweet symphony
only, while the tears and blood of men
have saturated the earth for nearly
2,000 years," the message said.
Noting that Christians are repeatedly
drawn into military disasters which cost
millions of lives, the Baptists' message
stressed that "we Christians must realize
that with words alone we cannot help
mankind to avoid the dangers of the
most terrible of all wars.
"Our great task consists in educating
the millions of Christians to be resolute
adversaries of all arms of mass destruction and military disaster threatening
mankind."
Senate Passes 6% Measure
On Tax-exempt Foundations
The U.S. Senate voted to require
tax-exempt foundations to annually distribute for charitable purposes an amount equal to at least 6 percent of
invested assets. The measure presumably
would apply to church-related foundations.
Introduced by Sen. Charles Percy
(R.-Ill.), the amended provision generally followed a proposal made by a study
group sponsored by several major foundations. Foundations were given until
1977 to reach the 6 percent level.
Court Reverses Obscenity Conviction;
Justices Burger, Harlan Dissent
The U.S. Supreme Court reversed the
obscenity conviction of a Watertown,
N.Y. shopkeeper who sold "girlie" magazines, but for the first time since
joining the Court Chief Justice Warren
E. Burger dissented, taking a conservative position.
In effect, Chief Justice Burger said he
believed the First Amendment grants
state officials broad discretion in suppressing obscene materials.
Joining the Chief Justice in the dissent
was Justice John M. Harlan, who holds
that states can curtail obscenity unless
the local officials' definition of obscenity is "wholly out of step with current
American standards."

Missions

JAPAN Oct. 11-23

My First

Visit to
Japan
and
India
Director of Missions, J. Earl Musser

The writer is the Director
of Missions,
successor to Henry N. Hostetter, who shared
this-missions tour.
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First impressions? Mine are from Tokyo where people hustle about in the
same detached sort of way that one sees
in America. Modern cars and taxis weaving hurriedly down the streets make apt
for the pedestrian the phrase, "the
quick and the dead." Politeness and
courtesy, however, are the rule rather
than the exception. Whether entering a
store, or stepping on the escalator, or
being waited on for service—there is
always someone there to extend Japanese courtesy and make one feel "speccial."
Getting used to removing shoes before
entering a home was a new habit to be
acquired, and a few times I forgot! Still
harder was sitting on the floor with
one's legs -under one for extended periods of time, knowing also that the
trouser crease supposed to last for at
least several weeks was being severely
tested. But all of this was exciting as
one discovered a new and fascinating
people—people whom we readily came
to appreciate in our short time there.
Our first church contact was with the
church formed in Koganei by the Graybills during their previous term. When
John left for furlough they organized
themselves into six committees—for
Sunday School, home, church cleaning,
etc. When John returned he thought he
should let them continue to manage the
work. But they say they need him, and
so he preaches two Sundays a month for
them.
An outstanding member and lay
leader in the congregation is Mrs. Matoba, a widow in her seventies. She says
that she married in order to do evangelism. She and her husband went to
Manchuria as missionaries. They would
get up at half-past four in the morning
to pray and then go out to witness.
After retirement she came to Tokyo,
deeply concerned that she would have
something to do for the Lord. He led
her to this congregation where she is
giving dedicated leadership—leads in
many of the times of worship and

spends two days a week visiting—making
10 to 12 visits a week.
The Sunday morning attendance is
now around 55; they hope for 70 within
two years from now and are also hoping
that a certain college student from their
group can be trained as a leader/pastor.
My impression of the work is that there
is great potential there.
Then by plane to Yamaguchi—where
our first missionaries to Japan worked.
We were met by Doyle Book and
entertained in the Book home in Shomonoseki for several days while following about with Doyle in his English
teaching and visitation ministry. Just 40
minutes drive from here is Nishiichi,
where the Marlin Zooks have now taken
up residence. We fellowshipped with
several of the cell groups in this area and
visited also the Hagi, Nagato, and nearby churches.
Sunday afternoon we met with leaders from the different points to give
them opportunity to share concerns.
There were discussions on lay evangelism and building up the church, concern
about the Willmses not returning, efforts to keep the various points supplied
with leadership in the midst of busy
layman and missionary schedules. Mr.
Shibata (Firewood-Field) and Mr.
Okono, with help from Brethren Book
and Zook, are trying to keep up the
services at Hagi. Mr. Shibata is not very
well and is busy also in his occupation.
He tries to do visiting on the way home
from work after five; otherwise, he says
he would not find time at all. These folk
are having some real discouragements in
their limitations of outreach—but thank
God for their vision and passion!
All the missionaries met in council at
Shimonoseki—part of the group staying
at the Books' house and most of the
others at a house Mrs. Abe rents to us
for use with English classes and cell
group meetings.
Evangelical Visitor

Brethren in Christ

Looking
Ahead
Compared to the fanfare at the threshold of the '60's, little is being said as we approach
the '70's. The Christian, rather than cringing in fear, faces the future with confidence and
expectancy.

the Task
Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize
them . . . teach them . . . And remember! I will be with you always, to the
end of the age (Matt. 28:19-20).

the M e s s a g e

Our message is that God was making friends of all men through Christ. God
did not keep an account of their sins against them, and he has given us the
message of how he makes them his friends. Here we are, then, speaking for
Christ, as though God himself was appealing to you through us: on Christ's
behalf, we beg you, let God change you from enemies into friends (II Cor.

5:19-20).

the Motivation

u m

It was faith that made Abel offer a better sacrifice than Cain's. . . that made
Abraham go . . . that made Jacob bless . . . that made Joseph speak . . . that
made Moses refuse . . . that kept Rahab . . .
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Should I go on? There isn't enough time . . . Through faith they fought
whole countries and won. They did what was right and received what God
had promised. . . What a record these men have won by their faith!
Y e t . . . God had decided on an even better plan for us. His purpose was that
they would be made perfect only with us (Heb. 11:4-39).
As God's people, we're looking forward to the Seventies. Never has the TASK been
greater, the MESSAGE more urgent, the MOTIVATION more challenging. God's "even
better" plan includes the Brethren in Christ.

ThiS Good News

will be preached at
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MISSIONS
Africa
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 223,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern

Bulawayo,

Rhodesia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 711,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. Alvin J. Book
Edna M. Switzer
Miriam Frey
Education Secretary: c/o P.O. Box 1752,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman
Ekuphileni Bible Institute: P.B. M 98, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Luke L. Keefer
Eva Mae Melhorn
Evangelism Team: P.B. M 98, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. Donald R. Zook
Matopo Book Room: P.O. Box 554, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Zook
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder
Mrs. Mary H. (Brenaman) Brechbill
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag T 191,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mann
Rev. and Mrs. J. Harold Stern
Robert Graybill*
Erma G. Lehman
Dorothy M. Martin
Lawrence Mummau*
Lois Jean Sider
Barbara J. Stansfield
Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag M 116, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Albert R. Harvey
JoAnne Brubaker
Ruth E. Hock
Nancy J. Kreider
John A. Musser*
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private Bag M
101, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. David Byer*
Marilyn Ebersole
Wesley Frey*
Erma Jean Gish
Evelyn Noel
Mtshabezi Outstations: Private Bag M 116,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy
Phumula Mission: Private Bag T 188, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Carl Ginder
Phumula Mission Hospital: Private Bag T 188,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Donna L. Sollenberger
Wanezi Mission: Private Bag S 180, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Knepper
Miriam L. Heise
Ellen R. Hoover
Richard Martin*
Sharon L. Weisser

Youngways Hostel (for Missionary Children):
40 Leander Avenue, Hillside,
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Ruth Bert*
Zambia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 115,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe
Velma R. Brillinger
Ronald Book*
J. Ray Heisey*
David F. Kipe, Jr.*
Choma Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, Choma,
Zambia, A frica
Rev. and Mrs. Fredric L. Holland
Fannie Longenecker
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George K. Kibler
Doris Stern*
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Norman Bert*
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis R. Nissly
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Starr*
Anna Kettering
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Bergmann*
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel F. Minter*
Dale Bicksler*
Carl Raser*
David Livingstone Teacher Training College:
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn J. Schwartz
Macha Mission: Private Bag llxc,
Choma,
Zambia, A frica
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker
Mary Olive Lady
Edith E. Miller
Stephen Ginder*
Macha Mission Hospital: Private Bag, 11xc,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Engle
Rev. and Mrs. Roy H. Mann*
Eva M. Byers*
Mary E. Heisey
Martha L. Lady
A n n McEwen
Eva Mae Peters
Judy Sholes*
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma,
Zambia, A frica
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker
Sikalongo Mission: P.O. Box 131, Choma,
Zambia, A frica
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Fisher
Shirley A. Heisey
Garth Winger*
India
General Superintendent's Residence, Banmankhi Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N. E. Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey R. Sider
Saharsa Mission: Mission House, P.O. Saharsa,
N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Esther G. Book
Erma Hare
Barjora Mission: P.O. Barjora via Tirbeniganj,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober

Madhipura Mission: P.O. Madhipura, N. E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Dr. and Mrs. Henry L. Kreider
Leora G. Yoder
P.O. Purnea, District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. John R. Sider
Bangalore: FEBC—India, 7, Commissariat Rd.,
Bangalore 25, India
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter
Japan
General Superintendent's Residence: 309-15,
4 Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira,
Tokyo,
Japan
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Botts*
2 Ku, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura Gun,
Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook
75-70 Honmachi,
Yamanota,
Shimonosekishi, Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book
Nicaragua
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth
Instituto
a de Lengua Espanola,
Apartado
10240, San Jose, Costa Rica
Rev. and Mrs. Walter Kelly
MISSIONARIES ON F U R L O U G H
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F. Fretz, R. 1, Stevensville, Ont., Canada
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell D. Mann, 8 W. Bainbridge
St., Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
Dr. and Mrs. J. Myron Stern, 79 E. Cavalier
Drive, Cheektowago, N.Y. 14225
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A . Willms, Messiah
College, Grantham, Pa. 17027
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Bulgrien, 1265 Main
St., Snover, Mich. 48472
Anna Graybill, Route 1 , Hershey, Pa. 17033
(c/o Mrs. Sara R. Graybill)
Mildred Myers, Route 2, Greencastle, Pa.
17225 (c/o Martha Myers)
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith

United States
New Mexico (Navajo Mission)
Bloomfield, N.M. 87413
Dr. and Mrs. Marion J. Heisey
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Smith
Naomi T. Brechbill*
Martha B. Dodson*
Rosa Eyster
Marilyn Heisey
James D. Helems*
Erma R. Hess*
James Hess*
Martha Hess*
Anna Marie Hoover
Eunice Hoover
Gladys Lehman*
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Leisey
Richard W. Long*
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Ludwig, Jr.
David L. Miller*
Sandra Lee Neyer* *
Stephen A . Potteiger*
Ninita Schmucker*
Elsie L. Stauffer*
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Stutzman*

Jane Swartz*
Kathleen Thuma*
Marion Winger*
Interpreter—John Peter Yazzie
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif.
94110
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Hill, Supt.
Norma Burkholder*
Emma Jean Heisey*
Martha Musser*
Katherine Vobora*
Lynn Weldon*
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif.
94103
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sturgill
Premnath S. Dick*
David S. Hastings*
J. Earl Kauffman*
Nathan Lehman*
Carlos Rosado*
Canada
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Bowman
Eldena Balzer
Edna Dyck
Mr. and Mrs. William Ens
Kenneth Heise
Allyson Merriman*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Sider

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. and Mrs. D. Maurice Moore
(Box 64) Meath Park, Sask., Canada
Port Rowan (Walsingham)
Walsingham, Ont., Canada
Rev. Howard Tyrrell (R.D. 1)
Virginiatown
Virginiatown, Ont., Canada
Rev. Eldon Byer (Box 362)
United States
Allisonia (Farris Mines)
Allisonia, Va. 24310
Rev. Russell Jennings
Blairs Mills
Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania
Rev. William Swartz
( M i f f l i n t o w n , Pa. R. 2, Box 243, 17059)
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. Thomas A. Bouch (Box 55)
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10457
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Winger (Supt.)
Rev. Harold Paulus, Pastor
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney G o o d *
Dale McGallicher*
Anna Peachey*
Jay Poe*
Esther Robinson
Roy Shelly*
Wayne Steffee*
Sonja S t u m p *
Brooklyn
203 Spencer St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205
Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Loney
Callaway (Adney Gap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Larry Strouse
Cincinnati
2951 Sidney Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45225
Rev. DeWitt W. Engle
(2701 Hillvista Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
45239)
Columbia
(Millerfields)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, Ky. 42728)

Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio
Rev. Ohmer U. Herr
(R. 1 , Box 2 4 1 , Clayton, Ohio 45315)
Garlin (Bloomington)
G'arlin Ky. 42739
Rev. Harold M. Wolgemuth
Hillman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. L. Eugene Wingert (R. 1)
Hillsville (Bethel)
Hillsville, Va.
Rev. Dale Jennings
Hunlock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa.
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603)
Ickesburg (Saville)
Ickesburg, Pa.
Rev. Milford Brubaker
(R. 2, Newville, Pa. 17241)
Knifley (Knifley Chapel)
Knifley, Ky. 42753
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Little Marsh (Jemison Valley)
Little Marsh, Pa.
Rev. Samuel K. Oldham
(R. 1, Box 30, Little Marsh, Pa. 16931)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. Larry Steffee (Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U, Dohner
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community
Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. A r t Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)
Sheboygan
1 325 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb
Three Springs (Center Grove Chapel)
Three Springs, Pa. 17264
Rev. Marion Walker (R. 1) Box 69-A
Uniontown (Searights)
U n i o n t o w n , Pa. 15401
Rev. Wm. H. Martin
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422)

EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada
Del isle (Community
Chapel)
Delisle, Sask., Can.
Rev. Lome Lichty (Box 212)
Hamilton (Ridgemountj
Cor. of Jameston and Caledon Sts.,
Hamilton, Ont., Can.
Rev. J. Allan Heise (18 Amanda St.)
Saskatoon (Massey Place)
Saskatoon, Sask., Can.
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse (1 Malta St.)
United States
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue)
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md.
Rev. Hubert Stern
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221)
Colorado Springs (Mountain View Chapel)
2507 E. Buena Ventura, Colorado Springs,

Colo. 80909

Rev. Keith Ulery (1425 McArthur)
Dearborn
4411 Detroit St., Dearborn Heights, Mich.

48125

Rev. Walter S. Lehman (4015 Culver St.)
Hagerstown (Paramount)
Hagerstown, Md. 21740
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
(61 W. Long Meadow Road)
Harrisburg (Bellevue Park)
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. John K. Stoner
(1803 Mulberry St. 17104)

Harrisburg (Skyline View)
7733 Hillcrest Ave., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev, John Arthur Brubaker
(7717 Hillcrest Ave., 17112)
McMinnville
(Rolling
Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Gerald Wingert (401 Pace St.)
Ontario
1 205 Baker Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91762
Rev. Aaron H. Stern
(1549 Bonita Court)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave.
Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Maurice Bender
(741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95)
Roanoke (Valley View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.W., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Orvin White, Jr.
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24014)
Smithville (Pomeroy Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
David P. Buckwalter
(R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583)

o

CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES
Brooklyn VS Unit
958 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205
John L. Ebersole, Unit Leader
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. Miller
Arnold J. Milne
*Other personnel serving in Voluntary Service
are listed under the unit to which assigned in
other departments of DIRECTORY.
Serving Under MCC
Judith Barr, c/o Pierre Allen, P.O. Box 665,
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, West Indies.
Michael Brown, Mennonite Center in East
Africa, Box 7596, Nairobi, Kenya.
Douglas Martin, Bureau of Churches and
Missions Protestantes En Afrique Centrale, 79
A. Ave., Marnix, Bruxelles 5, Belgium.
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon E. Nissly, P.O. Box
30553, Kenyatta College—Higher Secondary
Division, Nairobi, Kenya.
Marlin K. Stoner, Woodland School, 9 East
Columbia St., New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada.
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Wingert, Box 1*68,
Reedley, California 93654.
BRETHREN I N CHRIST PERSONNEL
SERVING UNDER A N D SUPPORTED
BY OTHER O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, c/o Trans World
Radio, Box 1 4 1 , Monte Carlo, Monaco (Trans
World Radio).
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, South Africa
(Evangelical Alliance Mission).
Dale Keefer, MACV/Cords Region 1 Refugee Division, World Relief Division, APO San
Francisco, Calif. 96349.
Kenneth Keefer, World Relief Commission,
Box 125, Advisory Team No. 3, San Francisco, Calif. APO 96258.
Gulabi McCarty, 12 Banswadi Road, Cooke
T o w n , Bangalore 5, India (Youth for Christ).
Rev. and Mrs. John Pawelski, San Salvador,
Zacatecas, Mexico (Mexican Evangelistic Mission).
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma, Lusaka
Central Hospital, P. Bag RW.1, Ridgeway,
Lusaka, Zambia.
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evangelistic Mission).
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, c/o Inst.
Linguistico de Verano, Apdo. 22067, Mexico
22, D.F. Mexico (Wycliffe Bible Translators).

o

o

A major concern of the council was
how to promote nurture and growth in
the various congregations and cell
groups. Each group was taken up separately, the potential lay leadership discussed and how the missionary should
fit into the group.
Other Contacts
Brethren Hostetter, Graybill and I
met with the principal of the Christian
Academy in Japan in order to discern
what might be our future obligations to
the school in regard to our missionary
children there. Next year they will be
getting a full time industrial arts teacher—since they could not have John
Graybill on that basis—and this will
mean a greater financial outlay in keeping our children in the school there.
We also visited the Language Institute
in which Timothy and Nancy Botts are
now enrolled for the study of the
Japanese language. This school is headed
up by Dr. Noah Brannen, with a doctor's degree in Far-Eastern Languages
and Literature. Burdened by the fact
that the language was not being taught
to missionaries by the best and most
modern methods, he has—with help
from other groups—opened this Institute. It appears to be efficiently run and
that the methods are good, although it
is still small and the facilities crowded.

INDIA Oct. 25-Nov. 12
Our first and never-to-be-forgotten
day in India was spent in Calcutta—to
see something of the culture and varied
religions of the country.
I experienced the usual impact which
the poverty-ridden streets of this largest
city in India—fourth largest in the
world—makes on a westerner, but I
cannot go into detail.
When we visited at the Hindu temple,
the daily morning sacrifices were being
offered. We saw many people come and
dip their fingers in a red fluid (blood?)
and making a red mark in the center of
their foreheads. Many people were milling about.
And, of course, there was the Ganges
River held sacred by the Hindus. Along
its shore in Calcutta's largest crematorium, we observed preparations for putting fires under several dead bodies,
which had just been washed ceremonially with water from the Great River
. . . where people are too poor to afford
cremation, the body itself, after being
washed, is simply dumped into the river.
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It was also the time of the Fuja
celebrations, very important to the Hindus. There is much selling of things,
worship of the goddesses, and fanfareparades, drums beating, and spirited
marching toward the Ganges river with
the image of a goddess on a cart or
wagon. At the river the goddess was put
into the water and left to disintegrate.
When questioned about some matter,
one of our guides, a friendly and perhaps questing youth, said, "Oh, I have
35,000 gods." I was glad to tell him that
I have One!
We did not visit the Saturday night
Communist rally, but we learned that it
was a large one and that there is much
Communist activity throughout India,
but as yet not united. Many youths
were marching up the street with red
flags in their hands and red kerchiefs
about their necks.
On the third day we flew to Patna
where Superintendent Harvey Sider met
us. On the way to his home he took us
to Bodh Gaya, where Buddha had his
first meditations upon the religion
which he later founded and where many
a temple has now been built in his
honor.
On the plains we met first with the
Uraon leaders. After greeting them and
expressing our joy in being with them
and seeing how God is blessing, the
group responded, "We are still children
and need help for our church. It seems
to be cutting down rather fast." The
reply: "We are willing to help but we
have never seen a strong church develop
when it is continually helped. We will
not desert you, but we may not be able
to help you long because of the government," referring to the possibility that
the government may later refuse permission to send funds in . . .
We also had a consultation with a
group of Santal leaders. . . they are
progressing very well in respect to persons baptized and the development of
churches. Their request is for a hostel
where their young people could live
while attending the government schools
of the area, since their homes are far
from any schools.
We offer no social ministries to these
tribal groups, excepting the privilege to
send their children to Barjora. Our
greatest ministry to them is the Bible
teaching ministries of Harvey and John
Sider—and of Dina Marandi to the
women. We hope to establish a bookroom (in Purnea), however, as this is an
urgent need.
Meeting with India Church Board
—a group of about 16 Indian church

leaders, from the Santal, Uraon-, and
Hindi-speaking groups, and four missionary brethren. We all sat on the floor
of the Banmankhi Church in a large
circle for discussions. With an interpreter by our side, Brother Hostetter
and I listened as they planned program
and budgets for the coming year—a very
enlightening experience. Our part was to
share our concern that they prepare
themselves to take up the various administrative and financial responsibilities of a growing church. Specific suggestions were put before them, which in
their outworking will result in having
Indians in charge of the Bookroom, the
schools, and hostels by the end of next
year (1970), with these units on a
self-supporting basis. Madhipura Christian Hospital shall move in this direction
also, though the implementation date is
less certain. Missionaries will continue in
the country as long as the government
allows but will major in a ministry of
Bible teaching and nurture.
We thank God for the ready response
of the Santhals and Uraons to the
Gospel in these days. In the first six
months of 1969, accessions increased
church membership there by over 10%.
In a few cases whole villages have come
to the Lord. Here is a field ripe to
harvest and the Lord is laying on the
hearts of evangelists and pastors the
urgency of gathering the harvest now.
Will we join them in prayer and support
that the opportunity may not be lost?
Delhi: We visited with Joe Smith
(Marietta having already left for home
furlough) and were interested in meeting some of the University students with
whom they are ministering at New
Delhi. Of especial interest was contact
with Mr. Israel Row, a professor in the
Civil Engineering Department at the
University, one whom Joe baptized and
who has had a spiritual ministry to
African students. He feels a call to go to
Africa as a missionary and we are
negotiating with authorities to have him
serve on the Choma Secondary School
staff in Zambia.
Bangalore: Allen and Leoda Buckwaiter—Director of Far East Broadcasting Associates in India, and Public Relations Officer, respectively—gave us a
tour of their studios. Thirteen Indians
work with them, preparing tapes to be
sent to Manila, keeping records of letters, and answering them.
The Buckwalters are enthused about
the new station on the Seychelles (islands in the Indian Ocean) which is
expected to give clearer reception to
programs in India and, possibly, Africa.
We share by prayer in this marvelous
method of getting the Gospel out to
remote areas.
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Bishop Chosen in Rhodesia
The Rev. Philemon Khumalo, present
Superintendent of Matopo District in
the Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia, was chosen at the General Conference of the Church in Africa to succeed
Bishop Alvin Book, whose five-year
term expires April, 1970. The Conference convened at Mtshabezi Mission,

Rev. Philemon Khumalo and his wife Joyce.

In the Shadow of the Himalayas
(Continued from page five)
a blessed conference attended by more
than a hur
jndred Nepali leaders who went
with hungger in their hearts for more of
God and who returned knowing that
God had spoken and that the hunger
had been satisfied. But still they longed
for more.
At.the conference the Lord spoke to
14

December 12-17, with the Board for
Missions representatives, J. Earl Musser
and Henry N. Hostetter, present for the
opening days.
To nationals and missionaries alike,
the election for the first time of a
national as Bishop is a forward move
regarded with satisfaction and thanksgiving to God.
Mr. Khumalo received his elementary
education in B in C primary schools and
was graduated from Matopo Teacher
Training School about 1940. For several
years he taught at Matopo School and,
incidentally, often served as an interpreter. Later chosen as overseer of the
Matopo District to succeed the Rev. N.
Dhlodhlo, he took the three-year theological course at Wanezi Bible Institute
and was ordained to the ministry. After
serving for a number of years he was
chosen for a year of study at Messiah
College (1961-62) and acquaintanceship
with the church here in America. Many
here in the homeland will remember
him from that time.
His wife, Joyce, also a trained teacher
(sister to Samuel Mlotshwa, Mtshabezi
Mission's singing teacher), has proved

herself a "help meet" for him in spiritual matters and in proficiency as a
homemaker and teacher.
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may
fill him afresh for the task of leading the
church in Rhodesia in these increasingly
troubled times.
After the ordination around Easter
time, the Alvin J. Book family will be
returning to the States for furlough.

them of the thousands of people in
Nepal who have never even heard the
name of Jesus. The Lord showed the
leaders that as Christians they have not
done what they should have done—that
they had little desire to reach others
with the Gospel. They had to confess
that they had failed in their missionthat they had tried to do the Lord's
work in their own strength. They realized anew that He must give them a
fresh touch for only then can others
come to the foot of the cross.
He then related the story of Elisha
pleading for the blessing of Elijah before
his being taken into heaven. Because his
heart was fixed and his face set with
determination to receive the blessing, he
persisted and was granted a double
portion of the spirit of Elijah. He also
cited the story of Jacob wrestling with

the angel at the brook Jabbok and of his
clinging to the angel until he had no
more strength but because he was determined, he received the blessing.
Blessings are in store for all, but they
are granted by the Lord only if we go all
the way. There is no stopping half way
if our pleadings are to be answered. Just
as Elisha persisted in going on with
Elijah until they came to the place of
blessing, so must we push on until our
hunger is satisfied.
If we finally reach the place of blessing, others will see and feel that we have
been filled even as the sons of Elijah saw
the glory on the face of Elisha.
The sermon concluded and the pastor
led in the singing of a final hymn
standing with his eyes closed. After the
benediction, the congregation sat quietly as he went to the door.

Rev. Philemon Khumalo.
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Pulpit and Pew
A Modern Parable-in Prose
We spend, let us say, twenty to thirty
minutes three times a day on eating.
Added up with an allowance of a few
extra minutes in the interest of proper
digestion, this could come to one and a
half hours or more (possibly slightly
less) a day.
One and one half hours out for taking
food in every twenty-four hour day.
What a terrible waste of time. When one
thinks of all that could be accomplished
with that time in working, he says, Let's
quit eating at all and utilize the time
saved much more propitiously. Then
how much more (!) we could get accomplished.
But just when the work should be

done, the worker falls down. One hears
the overtones of a pertinent in the
Letter to the Hebrews, the twelfth
chapter, "Lift up the hands which hang
down, and the feeble knees."
This is a parable. The simile is apt to
our spiritual lives and work. Let a man
miss the assembling of ourselves together—in Hebrews apt phrase as wellyes, miss, let us say, the Sunday school
hour, the worship service, the prayer
meeting and Bible study session—and
that man may be just as foolish as the
one who thinks he can get more work
done by quitting eating. No worship, no
fellowship, no feeding as evidenced in
the Hebraic letter's setting and the

A Modern Parable-in Poesy

ArthurM. Climenhaga

attempted spiritual work and life will
fail because of spiritual debility.
But then we must remember that
there is a shoe on the other foot as well.
Too much feeding maketh an obese
man, fit for little work. So it is in
spiritual life. Too little feeding maketh
for anemic effort in labor. So it is in
spiritual life.
May the lesson be learned. Let us not
neglect the Sunday School, the worship
service, the prayer meeting to our peril.
And again, let us not feed so much in
the cloistered setting, that spiritual fatness will make for failure in the work of
witnessing out in the world that needs
the work.

WELCOME ? ?
RichardS. Schirato

Not a Long, Long, LONG Time
I bought a bomb of shaving cream
some months ago.
"Now," I half-said to myself, "I needn't worry;
it will last a long, long, long time."
Day after day I pressed the bomb's top,
Listening to the morning news,
And there, like a boll of cotton,
was the ball of shaving foam
On my fingertips—day after day!
This morning, though,
The bomb fizzed and sputtered,
whistled air, and went dead.
As though'shocked out of a dream, I became aware
there was no more shaving cream.
I'm still unshaven.
Is life not like a shaving-cream dispensing bomb!
Day after day it places on our fingertips
bright balls of opportunities.
For some, the life-dispensing bomb does last, indeed,
a long, long time,
But in our take-it-for-grantedness we vaguely assume
that it will last a long, long, long time,
And then we are shocked when the bomb sputters and fizzes
and there are no more bright balls of opportunities
on our fingertips!
Then what's undone remains undone.
—Norman A. Wingert
January 25, 1970

Having moved five times in the last
seven years while pursuing an education
has afforded me the opportunity of
experiencing the various ways that
churches greet newcomers to the area.
Listed are my brief observations followed by recommendations based upon
these experiences.
Many churches do not take the initiative for meeting new residents and in
many cases contact is made only
after the newcomer's arrival at Sunday services.
The assumption is often made by the
pastor and the congregation that the
new people who show up for the first
time on Sunday morning are visitors
to the area.
The time lag between the identification of the new resident who arrives
at church and the visit by the pastor
is tremendous. In many cases it is
forthcoming only by request.
Provisions for contacting new residents are often neglected while the
pastor is vacationing, attending conferences or away at revivals.
The parishioner's role with regard to
these matters is saemingly limited to
(Continued on page eighteen)
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Sunday School

EXPERIENCECathy

By the time Kevin arrives in the
nursery class of the Sunday school he
has done a great deal of learning. He has
mastered the arts of sitting, standing,
walking, climbing, feeding himself, and
many other skills. He has come a long
way in learning our complicated language and how to communicate with
others.
But is any of this learning the result
of long lectures or intensive formal
training? No. The young child is curious. He experiments with things in his
environment and learns from firsthand
experience, sometimes guided by adults
who love him. From these experiences
he builds concepts. During the preschool years the foundations of his
thinking and basic concepts are laid.
These are important years for Christian education. We must not waste them
while assuming that the child is not
ready to learn. We must not fool ourselves, thinking that we are teaching if
we set the three-year-old down and tell
him what he should know about God.
The mind God gave the child learns
through experiencing. His attention
span is short. His brief lifetime has not
provided the experiences that give
meaning to many of the words we might
use. But in the Sunday school we can
provide experiences that will help him
know his God, experiences that will give
meaning to the words and stories we
share with him.
In most nursery and kindergarten
materials you will find a large portion of
the class period devoted to activities.
These are to be learning experiences,
not meaningless entertainment.
Kevin strikes the triangle. His eyes
sparkle as he calls, "Listen! Listen!"
The alert teacher, knowing that the
lesson aim is to lead the children to
thank God for His gifts, replies, "Aren't
you glad God gave you ears to hear such
pretty sounds?" Kevin is glad. Because
of this experience he can thank God
from his heart. This is meaningful learning. The teacher had the lesson purpose
in mind. She provided the material
which the child used to experience the
joy of sound, and she was alert to direct
Kevin's joy to God. This is the role of
the teacher in helping Kevin learn that
16

the Best

Stonehouse

Teacher?
God's gifts bring joy, an important part
of his concept of God.
Children have varying interests and
learn from different experiences. Many
experiences are needed to build a concept. For these reasons several activities
are provided each Sunday morning.
Children should be free to choose their
activities, moving from one to another,
during certain periods of the class session.
For most effective teaching, it is
suggested that teachers in preschool
classes work together as a team. (Any
group of preschool children should have
at least two adults working with them at
all times. An additional adult is needed
for every six children.)

To function as a team, teachers will
want to plan together. A planning meeting should precede each unit of lessons.
In this planning session the teachers will
decide which experiences they can provide for their children. The staff you
have, the facilities with which you
work, and the interests and needs of the
children you teach will influence your
choice of activities. Each section of the
lesson will then be assigned to one of
the teachers to prepare and present to
the children. A responsibility chart similar to the one below might be helpful.
You would want to expand this chart to
include all activities of the class session.
Is experience the best teacher? Children will learn much from experiences
planned and guided by teachers who
know what they want, the children to
learn, are willing to invest the time and
energy needed to provide meaningful
learning experiences, and are alert for
every opportunity to direct the child's
thinking toward God.

Responsibility Chart
Unit 1—Organizing teacher—Mrs. Brown (responsible for seeing that everything runs smoothly).
Date

Greeting
Children

Book Table

Mural

Rhythm
Instruments
and Music

Story Attendance
Board

9/7

Smith

Smith

Jones

Brown

Jones

Brown

9/14

Smith

Brown

Jones

Smith

Brown

Jones

9/21

Brown

Smith

Jones

Smith
Brown
(use records
this week)

Jones
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Youth
Looking for ideas for Youth Week (January 25-February 1)? Read the
report on three things the Southern Ohio Teens did the first part of last
year. And then, do what they did—take some pictures of your activities
and send me the facts: who, what, where, when, why. I can write up the
article if you prefer. Page Ed.

Bridging the Generation Gap
The youth program of the Fairview,
Ohio, congregation got off to a terrific
start in 1969 with two enjoyable activities. First was a weekend "Hullaballoo"
over January 24 and 25 when they
hosted all the Southern Ohio Crusaders
to games, food and fellowship from
Friday evening until Saturday afternoon. Group games kept the youth at
the church until well past midnight but
lodging followed which came in two
kinds—wall-to-wall girls at one home
and wall-to-wall boys at another.
The next morning they had a pancake
breakfast at the church, followed by a
special treat embodied in the Dorian
Sipgers from Messiah College. With
voice and instrument, they entertained
and challenged all with good music. This
really topped off the weekend for the
forty kids who attended. It was decided
to have similar occasions quarterly, with
two congregations joining forces to entertain the group in the following quarters.

Did you ever make Valentine's Day a
special day for your parents? The teens
at Fairview put on a "Sweetheart Special" banquet for their parents on the
evening of February 4. The church
basement was attractively festive with
appropriate decorations. The meal was
served by the guests' teens and then
they joined the banqueters to learn
some new insights into their parents'
lives. The four couples who were interrogated on some of the high points of
their courtship and early married life
provided amusement for all. The banquet closed as a parent and a teen each
prayed for our relationships with each
other in these days. Everyone enjoyed
the evening, including some non-Christian parents whose teens attend services.
TOP RIGHT: Southern Ohio youth
enjoy pancake breakfast.
LEFT: The four couples questioned by
the youth at the Fairview banquet.

5,000 Young People in
Hollywood "March for Christ"
An orderly throng of young Christians
nearly 5,000 strong marched down Hollywood Boulevard under a banner proclaiming, "Jesus Christ Is Coming Again."
January 25, 1970

The event on December 14, resembled
earlier and smaller marches by students
of Chinese for Christ in Los Angeles.
The most recent parade saw many
youth with placards reading, "Jesus Set
Us Free," "Merry Christmas: God's Gift
Is Christ!" and "Traveling with Christ Is
the Perfect Trip," plus a multitude of
others.
The Rev. Don Williams, minister to
college students at Hollywood Presbyterian Church, originated the idea. Some
30 congregations took part in the massive and orderly demonstration.

3,117 Young People
Participate in Contest
A contest in which 3,117 persons
under age 26 wrote essays on "Why I
Believe in God" has been won by
William Alfred Pratney, 25, Burbank,
Calif., a native of New Zealand.
The contest was sponsored by Decision magazine, published in Minneapolis
by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. The winner will receive an
all-expense trip to the Holy Land for
himself and his wife.
Mr. Pratney was converted while preparing at the University of Auckland for
a career in chemical research. For the
past five years he has been engaged in an
evangelistic ministry with young people
in New Zealand and the United States.
He is a member of the First Baptist
Church, Burbank.
Second prize winner was Beverly Jill
Hurley, 23, of BeOefontaine, Ohio. A
high school teacher and librarian, she is
a member of the First Christian Church
(Disciples), Bellefontaine.
Third prize went to Sharon Leighton,
17, Summerside, Prince Edward Island,
Canada, a student at Mount Allison
University, Sackville, New Brunswick.
She is a member of the United Church
of Canada.
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Welcome ? ?
(Continued from page fifteen)

Church News

an expression of social amenities
following Sunday morning services.
The following recommendations are
based upon my experiences in the minority of churches who have given much
thought to this area and have devised
workable systems.
Consideration should be given to the
early identification of and communication with new residents. Many
churches utilize the guest book located in the rear of the church, but
this is of limited value as it is often
neglected and does not identify the
visitors from the new residents. A
system whereby this is accomplished
with addresses provided would enable the church to include these
people on the church mailing list.
This, in turn, would help familiarize
strangers with the activities of the
church. The system should also provide the means through which a
pastoral visit request can be made.
Further, announcements from the
pulpit or in the bulletin welcoming
new residents is an appropriate gesture.
The role of the congregation can be
expanded in this area in many ways.
Some churches utilize the Sunday
school teacher as a method of communication. This works well for inviting new children to attend. Also, a
committee of volunteers for the purposes of providing feedback information on new residents, greeting new
people when they enter (rather than
leave) the church on Sunday morning, developing and implementing a
system for identifying and communicating with new residents and establishing an orientation program or
policy.
Churches need to adopt a "Good
Neighbor" policy with regard to new
residents. Waiting for some determination of religious affiliation, an expression of interest or until the new
people are settled before making
contact overlooks the immediate
problems movers encounter when
they locate in a new area.
The role of the congregation, the
attitudes of the pastor and the practices
employed vary considerably
among
churches. The next time you shake
hands with a stranger and say "come
again" think about walking the second
mile with him.
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BIRTHS
Engle: Timothy Wayne, Dec. 16 to Mr. and
Mrs. Gerald Wayne Engle, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Garis: Cherri Noel, Nov. 26 to Mr. and Mrs.
John Garis, Souderton, Pa.
Gelsinger: Gary and Larry, twins, Dec. 5 to
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Gelsinger, Hollowell, Pa.
Knable: Scott Leymene, June 26 to Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Knable, Mt. Pleasant, Pa.
Malack: Christopher, Dec. 16 to Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Malack, Souderton, Pa.
Miller: Lorraine Kay, December 26 to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Miller, New Guilford, Pa.
Sheffer: Carl Andrew, Dec. 31 to Mr. and
Mrs. Dale Sheffer, Stayner, Ontario.

WEDDINGS
Freed-Fink: Diane, d. of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Fink and Gregory Freed, s. of Mr. and
Mrs. Marvin Freed, Nov. 29 at Immaculate
Conception Church, Celina, Ohio.
Martin-Kennedy: Dorothy, d. of Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Kennedy and Warren Martin, s. of
Mr. and Mrs. David Martin, Dec. 27 by Rev.
Nelson Martin, Greencastle, Pa.
Wingert-Book: Anita Ruth, d. of Mr. and
Mrs. Chester Book and Donald Ray Wingert,
s. of Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Wingert by Rev.
Elbert Smith, Aug. 2.

OBITUARIES

Bovey: Mrs. Annie M. Bovey, born Oct. 9,
1882, passed away December 13. She was the
daughter of the late Conrad and Susanne
Peiffer. Her husband, Webster Bovey predeceased her. Survivors include one son, Lester
of Chambersburg, Pa., and three grandchildren. Funeral services were held Dec. 16 with
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. Harvey
Musser officiating. Burial was in the Green
Hill Cemetery, Waynesboro, Pa.

Burkholder: Norman H. Burkholder, Hagerstown, Md., was born June 22, 1903, and
passed away Dec. 15. He was the son of the
late Henry S. and Mary Horst Burkholder. He
is survived by his widow and six children:
Mrs. John Holland, Mrs. Bill Steward, and
Harold Burkholder, Upland, Calif.; J. Myron
and David both of Hagerstown; and Mrs.
Herbert Langhus, Orlando, Fla.
Brother Burkholder served as deacon of the
Hollowell congregation for 26 years. Funeral
services were held from the Hollowell Church
with Pastor John Schock officiating.

Bowers, Chambersburg, Pa.; three sons: Elwood, Leroy, and Eber of the Greencastle,
Pa., area; ten grandchildren; four brothers;
and three sisters.
Funeral services were held in the Antrim
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Andrew
Slagenweit and Rev. Harvey Musser officiating. Interment was in the Antrim Cemetery.
Wingert: Mrs. Elsie M. Wingert, Chambersburg, Pa., was born May 4, 1915, and passed
away Dec. 26. She was the daughter of the
late Grant Rice. In addition to her mother she
is survived by her husband, George B.
Wingert; a son, Marlin L., Chambersburg; a
daughter, Mrs. Paul A. Williams, Phoenixville,
Pa.; three grandchildren; and two sisters.
Funeral services were held at the New
Guilford Church of which she was a member,
with Pastor Marlin K. Ressler officiating.
Interment was in the New Guilford Cemetery.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Altoona Church reports this item:
"Thirty-One Years in Sunday School"-Jean
Miller Swartz of Altoona, Pa., has been in
Sunday school somewhere every Sunday for
thirty-one years. Her son, Ronald, born in
1959, has been in Sunday school every
Sunday but one, missing then on account of
chicken pox. Donald, the youngest son, born
in 1962, hasn't missed a Sunday. He started
when he was six days old.
The superintendent of the Canoe Creek
Sunday School gave out 14 awards for perfect
attendance in 1969. A Christmas Fellowship
supper was held in the newly remodeled
basement of the parsonage, December 20.
Carolling was enjoyed later by the group. A
well-attended Christmas program was given on
December 18. Two skits were presented:
"The Miracle of Christmas" and "The Christmas Example."
The Antrim congregation reports that Earl
Kauffman and Larry Stayman left by plane,
December 30, for San Francisco and the Life
Line Mission for two years of Voluntary
Service.
A Golden Wedding Anniversary celebration
was given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Earl C.
Witter of New Oxford, Pa., December 20, at
Hampton Fire Hall by their nine children:
Mrs. John Long, Greencastle, Pa.; Mrs. Hartman Rice, Columbia City, Ind.; Roger N.,
Chambersburg, Pa.; S. Eugene, Gardners, Pa.;

Wingert: Amos B. Wingert, aged 60 years,
died Dec. 14 after an illness of five years.
Born in Fayetteville, Pa., he was the son of
the late George and Minnie Wingert. He is
survived by his widow, Martha; two daughters: Joanne, Hershey, Pa., and Mrs. Hershey
Evangelical
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Mrs. Lloyd Schildt, Hanover, Pa.; Robert C ,
Chambersburg; Mrs. Donald Winter, Black
Point, Bahama Islands; Mrs. Donald Pottieger,
Mechanicsburg and Mrs. Ronald Lehman,
Newville, Pa.
The Witters have 34 grandchildren and three
great grandchildren. Mrs. Witter was the former Agnes Neikirk, daughter of the late
Daniel and Almira Kohler Neikirk and Mr.
Witter is the son of the late Harvey and Annie
Metcalfe Witter. They were married December
25, 1919, in Lemaster by her father. They are
charter members of the Conewago Brethren in
Christ Church of Hanover, Pa.

Special music for the occasion was provided
by Bill and Betty Sherk from Sherkston. John
Patfield and Marshall Baker were guest speakers November 23. On December 3 the WMS
had as special guest Mr. Doug Snyder from
Kitchener. He spoke and showed a film
concerning the distribution of Christmas
bundles. On Christmas Eve Miss Merle Hawton, missionary on leave from Pakistan, told
of Christmas celebrations there. The Annual
Watchnight service was well attended with the
Bridlewood Quartet from Toronto as guest
talent. Guest speaker for the occasion was
Rev. Came from Niagara Falls, Ontario.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE

CENTRAL CONFERENCE

Elizabethtown, Pa., Church reports: The
annual Elizabethtown Community Thanksgiving service was held in the Brethren in
Christ Church, November 26, the theme being
"The Sacrament of Thanks." This community
service provided an opportunity for all thankful people to join in worship through praise.
Bishop Charlie Byers conducted the devotional period of the morning Thanksgiving service
in which members and friends not only gave
expressions of praise and gratitude but also
participated in a food shower. In November
the Women's Fellowship packed home-made
cookies and jellies for all the guests at the
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, and in December
they featured a demonstration of seasonal
arrangements. The evening service, December,
21, consisted of a Christmas musical program
in which both choirs participated. John W.
Peterson's "Night of Miracles" was given by
the adult choir under the direction of Walter
^ a r t i n and accompanied by Miss Brenda
Wolgemuth, pianist and Mrs. Dale Hess, violinist.
The Fairland Church reports reception of
three members by baptism and two by transfer.

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Starr of the Mooretown congregation were pleasantly surprised
on their 25th Wedding Anniversary by the
congregation. There was a time of fellowship
after the evening service on December 28.
The Nappanee congregation showed a film
on drugs the evening of January 11, followed
by a talk from Detective Dick Bowman,
Sergeant of the County Police Department,
Goshen, Indiana.
The Phoneton congregation had as their
guest speaker December 28, Rev. Clarence
Morrison, station manager of WFCJ-FM. His
topic was "Witnessing For Christ Jesus." The

CANADIAN CONFERENCE

The Ministerial Credentials Board, in December sessions approved the applications of
Bert Sider and Howard Tyrrell for ministerial
licenses. Rev. Sider is pastor of the Puslinch
congregation and Rev. Tyrrell pastors Walsingham.
The Stayner Church reports: Recent guests
-Marshall Baker, October 12; October 26November 9, evangelistic services with Rev.
Glenn Hostetter from Millersburg, Pa. He,
with Rev. William Charlton from Bertie, were
the Bible conference speakers, November 9.

January 10, 1970

From Bishop Hostetter's Central Conference
Star: "I would like to especially thank God
for and request special prayer for a number of
new men who are either active or beginning to
share in the Christian ministry of the Central
Conference. Let me mention five: Marvin
Keller, Valley Street Church, Dayton; Samuel
Hollingsworth, Chestnut Grove, Ashland;
Devon Bontrager, Bethel Church, Cassopolis;
Roger McCann, DeRossett Church; and Billy
Tisdale, Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, Tenn."

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Dr. Marion Heisey and the Dr. Robert
Smiths ministered to the Sandia Church during the week of November 23 while the pastor
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Gramm, were
on vacation in Illinois. Dr. Smith spoke in the
morning worship service on "Love that
Works."
Tuesday evening, December 23, the Upland
Church presented a Community Christmas
Carol Pageant-an outdoor presentation of
God's love story, told in music, narration and
drama. The program was about an hour in
length.

Will the Mennonites Survive?

Bishop Byers in his Atlantic Beacon reports:
"The building of the new book room in
Bulawayo, Africa, will get a special lift from
Joe and Verna Ginder, of the Mastersonville
congregation. They left January 14 and will
visit Joe and Ann Ginder who are working
with the book room. The Cinders plan to
return in April.

The evening of December 28 saw the Wainfleet, Ontario, Church filled to capacity expressing deep appreciation to Pastor and Mrs.
Edward Gilmore for the 27 years of service to
their congregation.

message was preceded by a solo by Frances
Ulery.

Christian
Living magazine celebrates the
coming of the Seventies in its January, 1970
issue, pooling ideas of seventeen writers f r o m
various Mennonite and related groups to
answer the question: Will the Mennonites
Survive the Seventies? title of this special
issue.
In 1954, the combined membership of the
North American Mennonite Churches stood at
202,209. By 1968, it had climbed 20 percent
to 242,209. Clearly, our church will survive
"well into the distant 2000's—a product of a
curious background and way of life," writes

college student Mel Lehman in " T h e Mennonite Soul on Ice," one of the lead articles in the
January Christian Living.
" B u t the real question is not survival of the
Mennonite churches, but survival of the Mennonite dream," he continues. The Mennonite
Dream is pictured by these 17 writers (from
Brethren in Christ, General Conference Mennonite, Mennonite Brethren, and Old Mennonite backgrounds) as a Dream in real
danger. Will our dream of a brotherhood of
disciples, simple and nonconformed to the
world be destroyed in the melting pot of
America? they ask.
Highlights of the issue include Delton
Franz's " 1 9 7 6 : A n Appropriate Mennonite
Celebration;" "Which Way for C o m m u n i t y ? "
by Victor Stoltzfus points out the stark
poverty existing next to many large Mennonite communities, and Don Kraybill's "Proverbs for the Seventies," is a w i t t y batch of
proverbs by a young Pennsylvania pastor
("Long hairs have a lot of meaning depending
on whom they are on and where," " I f i n d
that my wife's news is often more important
than Huntley-Brinkley's.")
Christian
Living
is a monthly magazine
dedicated to the family and community and
to the proposition that it is possible to live
holy now, in a secular world. Family and
" t h i n k " articles, some poetry, and occasional
documentaries make up this 40-page magazine
geared to the Mennonite family, published
monthly by Herald Press, Scottdale, Pennsylvania.
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Between Brethren
East was East and West was West
C. B. Byers
A fresh new-born decade lies on our door step! It is
destined to live for ten years, then it will slip into
the eternal record book forever. What kind of a
child will this decade be?
When Cain was born his mother hoped that she had
gotten a man from the Lord. But that son turned
out to be a murderer. So what will the final record
show ten years from now? Speaking for the
church, we must pray like Manoah and his wife
when they knew that Samson would be born,
". . . O my Lord . . . teach us what we shall do
unto the child . . ." (Judges 13:8). Teach us what
to do with this decade.
The December issue of Life predicts for the '70's
that there will be ". . . change and lots of it." That
is both frightening and challenging and no doubt
will be both difficult and demanding. At the same
time it will be filled with unprecedented opportu
nities. So, whatever this new decade offers, we will
need to find our way through by God's help.
Change in large doses brings a corresponding
amount of fear and confusion which results in
uncertainty and a myriad of voices shouting their
grandiose panaceas for the ills of society.
We picture the church standing at the crossroads.
Recently I spoke at a seminar using this imagery.

Rev. C. B. Byers is bishop of the Atlantic
Moderator of the General Conference.

Conference

and

Following my presentation, a person came to
and said, "Bishop, you're behind the times;
old-fashioned to speak of the church at
crossroads. You should speak of the church at
"cloverleaf!"

me
it's
the
the

I suppose that does make a difference, "The
church at the cloverleaf." At the crossroads, it was
simple, East was East and West was West, and aided
by either the North Star or the sun you could find
your way rather readily, but it is much more
complicated at the cloverleaf. To travel north you
may start to do so by going south. Of course, after
you find your way at the cloverleaf, the modern
concrete ribbon moves you on with ease to your
destination.
With this new decade in which there will be
"change and lots of it," it will be more difficult to
find
the way. However, we will do as the church at
f
Antioch (Acts 13:1-3)—wait before the Lord, fast
and pray, and listen for the Holy Spirit to
peak—then there will be a certain "Thus saith
God" in our movements. This will produce faith
and action that will meet the demands of the
decade.
I pray that God may grant to us, the church, the
authority to speak to our world with the prophetic
voice of "Thus saith the Lord." May He give to us
the dynamic leadership that will meet every challenge of the decade and that will seize every opportunity to build the kingdom of God in a decade of
"change and lots of it."
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